Gathering 2018

July 11-14,
2018

Forest Grove
Community Church,
Saskatoon, SK

gathering.mennonitebrethren.ca

Welcome to Gathering 2018,
the biennial worship, fellowship,
and business meeting of the MB
churches from across Canada.

Welcome

“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy
of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and
gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called
to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through
all and in all” (Ephesians 4:1–6).
We are looking forward to spending the next few days together
worshipping and responding to Ephesians’s call to oneness in
the Spirit. The decisions we make during this time will shape a
new way of thinking for the Mennonite Brethren in Canada. We
pray that this opportunity to reflect together on our calling will
both focus and inspire us as a family of churches.
In Christ,

Bruce Enns

CCMBC moderator

Steve Berg

CCMBC interim executive director

Phil Gunther

SKMB director of ministry

Friday, July 13

Wednesday, July 11

8:30am

Plenary Session #3 ONE in Ministry
– Speaker: Mark Wessner

10am

Coffee Break

10:30am

Business Session

12pm

Lunch

5pm

Registration and delegate sign-in opens

7pm

Plenary Session #1 ONE in Calling
– Speaker: Bruce Enns
(open to public)

9pm

Close

Thursday, July 12

lunch with COBIM

1:15pm

Business Session

2pm

Breakout Block #4

3pm

Coffee Break

3:30pm

Breakout Block #5

4:45pm

Breakout Block #6

6pm

Dinner

7:30pm

Plenary Session #4 ONE in Purpose
– Speaker: Emerson Cardoso
(open to public)

9pm

Close

8:30am

Plenary Session #2 ONE in Christ
– Speaker: Sarah Whyte

10am

Coffee Break

10:30am

Business Session

12pm

Lunch

1:15pm

Breakout Block #1

2:30pm

Breakout Block #2

3:30pm

Coffee Break

4pm

Breakout Block #3

Interactive breakouts will be focused on
sharing and Q&A.

5pm

Experience Saskatchewan

•

National/Provincial

6:30pm

BBQ Dinner at Kinsmen Park
(registered guests only)

•

MB Mission and C2C Network

•

Schools

7:30pm

Experience Saskatchewan
(open to public)

9pm

Buses depart

You're invited to meet president Emerson Cardoso and
Pastor Paul Dück of COBIM (Convenção Brasileira das
Igrejas Evangélicas Irmãos Menonitas), the
MB conference in Brazil.

Informational Breakouts: #1-3
Informational breakouts will be buisness
focused.
•
•

Collaborative Model & National
Survey Results
Legacy/Finance

•

MB Mission and C2C Network

Schedule

Gathering 2018 Schedule

Interactive Breakouts: #4-6

Saturday, July 14
8:30am

Plenary Session #5

9:25am

Decision-making

10am

Coffee Break

10:30am

Decision-making

11:30am

ONE Together
– Speaker: Steve Berg

12pm

Closing

Detailed, interactive and
customizable agenda available
on the Gathering 2018 app.

Smile – you may be on camera.
You acknowledge that people are using video and photographic cameras at the event and
that your image may be captured on video or in photographs, which may subsequently be
used in CCMBC communications without your consent, and you release CCMBC from any
legal liability for such filming, photographing, or distribution.
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Motions
presented:

Agenda for the 2018 Annual
General Meeting of CCMBC
Location: Forest Grove Community Church,
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Welcome, worship, speaker, communion

ONE in Christ: welcome, worship, speaker,
communion
Motions
presented:

Collaborative Model

Meeting called to order

Agenda & Rules of Order

Motions
presented:

Parliamentarian and Ballot Team
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Legacy 2019 Budget

Saturday, July 14, 2018 (8:30 am – 12:00 pm)

Thursday, July 12, 2018 (8:30 am – 9:00 pm)

Meeting agenda
Board elections
Confession of Faith revisions

If yes vote then: Motion to use
referendum to approve 2019 CCMBC
budget
If no vote then: Motion to approve
2019 CCMBC budget

ONE Together: speaker, closing, commissioning
new national director, prayer

Historical Commission MOU
Discussion and breakout sessions

Motion to destroy ballots and adjourn

Experience Saskatchewan evening celebration

ONE in Ministry: welcome, worship, speaker,
communion

KPMG as auditors for Legacy

ONE in Purpose evening service: worship,
testimony, speaker

Welcome & Announcements

Friday, July 13, 2018 (8:30 am – 9:00 pm)

KPMG as auditors for CCMBC

Discussion and breakout sessions

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 (7:00 – 9:00 pm)

ONE in Calling: worship, speaker, and
communion

Audited Financial Statements

Note: Business items are in red text.
For additional details of the motions, please
review the documents available for download at
gathering.mennonitebrethren.ca

Rules of Order

4.

Take care to confine remarks to the motion or
resolution under discussion.

1.

We strive for unity and respect, involving
participation of all assembled, as we
deliberate decisions that shape the future of
our conference.

5.

2.

Delegates should stand to speak at a nearby
microphone. Please use the following protocol:
a. Wait for acknowledgement by the
moderator.
b. State your name, church and community
you come from.
c. Address the moderator. Delegates may
not dialogue with each other on the floor.

A delegate may speak to an issue more than
once, unless there are other delegates who wish
to address an issue. A delegate should not ask
for the floor more than 3 times on one issue. The
mover of a motion may answer questions to a
motion as often as they are raised.

6.

Individuals other than delegates may be
permitted to speak, subject to the decision
of the moderator. The assembled delegates
may, by a simple majority vote, override the
decision of the chair.

7.

Only delegates are permitted to vote.

8.

In general, Robert's Rules of Order
will be followed.

3.

Keep remarks to the point. Avoid repeating
statements already made by another delegate.
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Steve Berg has served

the Canadian Conference
of MB Churches as interim
executive director since
January 2017. His leadership
roles have included
executive minister of the B.C.
Conference of MB Churches
and national director of government affairs with
Power to Change. Steve studied at Tabor College,
Bethel Seminary, and Regent College. With 44
years of pastoral experience, Steve is currently
senior associate pastor at South Abbotsford
(B.C.) Church, offering his gifts in preaching and
leadership mentoring. Steve and Karen have 4
married children and 13 grandchildren.

Sarah Whyte is a

disciple of Jesus; a wife,
mother, and friend; and the
pastor of home groups at
WMB (Waterloo MB) Church.
She lives in Waterloo, Ont.,
with her husband Bryant and
3 adorable sons. They live in
intentional community, seeking to be the love and
light of Christ in their neighbourhood, where they
are also proud owners of a local café. Sarah loves
sharing the good news of God’s Kingdom, inviting
others into transformational community, and
celebrating the freedom of Christ’s love. She is also
an avid reader, quick talker, and mediocre runner.

Bruce Enns is the

moderator for the Canadian
Conference of Mennonite
Brethren Churches. A
pastor since 2000, Bruce is
currently lead pastor at Forest
Grove Community Church,
Saskatoon, and site pastor

for FGCC’s Attridge congregation. He studied
and has degrees from Columbia Bible College,
Trinity Western, and University of Saskatchewan.
With a background in coaching and athletics,
Bruce enjoys hockey and watersports, as well as
woodworking. Bruce and Lisa have 4 daughters.

Emerson Cardoso

is president of Convenção
Brasileira das Igrejas
Evangélicas Irmãos
Menonitas (COBIM), the MB
conference in Brazil. Under
his visionary leadership,
COBIM has grown to 86
churches, 35 smaller congregations, and more
than 12,000 members. The church he pastors
outside Curitiba runs an orphanage; a drop-in
centre for at-risk teens; a daycare for single,
working mothers; and a temporary shelter for
women fleeing abuse or otherwise in need of a
place to stay. Emerson also serves as the secretary
of the executive committee of the International
Community of Mennonite Brethren (ICOMB).

Mark Wessner is the

president and associate
professor of biblical studies
for leadership at MB Seminary
in Langley, B.C. Prior to
pastoring at Westwood
Church in Prince George, B.C.,
he was a regional manager
of land development for the B.C. government.
He holds a PhD in biblical Hebrew narratology
from University of Pretoria, South Africa. Mark
has taught at public, private, and Christian
universities (both in the classroom and online),
and served as a chaplain in hospital, prison, and
university athletics contexts. Mark and Jennifer
have 2 teenaged daughters.

Gathering Speaker Bios

Speaker Bios

Delegate Qualifications
Each member church shall be entitled to be represented at any convention by delegates. In addition
to sending one (1) pastor, each church may send one (1) delegate (pastor or church member) for every
25 members. Executive Board members for the Canadian conference have a vote at convention by
virtue of their position as Executive Board members. Each delegate must be:
• 18 years of age or older

• a member in good standing

• approved as a delegate by the church

GATHERING 2018
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WARNING
THIS SIGN
IS ONLY A
DISTRACTION

Moderator Report

We’d never get distracted,
would we?
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I confess that distraction comes easily for me, and I
need things in my life to help me focus.
It is remarkably easy to get worked up about minor
issues, to be tugged by comfortable preferences,
and to get distracted by a myriad of really good
endeavours. Reading between the lines of
Ephesians 4:1–6, it seems the folks back in Ephesus
had a proclivity for adventures in missing the point.
Paul forcefully reminds them that we are called to
stand shoulder to shoulder, united in one purpose
to advance God’s Kingdom. That’s why I return
again and again to the Great Commission (Matthew
28) and the Great Commandment (Matthew 22) –
they give clarity and focus for us as the church.
Two of our enemy’s most successful ploys are to
have us think that we are alone and to become
distracted with small issues, thereby missing the
point. Our theme and text for this Gathering refute
both these lies. We are not alone, and our unity
matters. This is a key aspect of our witness as a
church described in Jesus’ prayer in John 17, and
Paul’s words to the church in Ephesus. The unity

#MBGATHERING2018

that Christ has created matters, and that we are
called to live into it matters.
And yet…it’s easy for our focus to blur a bit with
so many changes in the structures of our MB
family. Our structures are not the point. They
simply provide a means to Jesus’ end goal of the
Great Commission and the Great Commandment.
Incredibly, we are part of a work that has eternal
significance and power in the heavenly realms.
All our plans and actions should naturally lead us
to our central ministry focus – helping multiply
leaders and disciple-making churches.
Let’s actively pray and live into this call to be “ONE”
as we prepare our hearts for Gathering 2018 and
what God has in store for us in the years to come.
I find the opportunity for our conference to stay
focused on our main calling to be incredibly
motivating and inspiring.
I hope you do too.
Blessings for the journey,

Bruce Enns

CCMBC moderator and
Forest Grove Community
Church lead pastor

I have joy that God has given me the
opportunity, for this interim season, to walk
among us as the wonderful family of Canadian
MB churches. Thank you for extending the
respect and trust that has given me room to
lead us in our mission.

and preparing a substantially reduced
2018 budget.
•

I sat with those who were personally impacted
by the austerity of the 2018 budget and
witnessed their tremendous sacrifices to make
it work.

•

I invited prayerful and discerning people
to imagine a One Mission Partnership that
provides a simpler and more effective
structure for Resourcing Ministry, Developing
Leaders, Multiplying Churches, and Building
Community for the MB churches of Canada.

•

I listened to those who, with love for Christ
and passion for the mission of the church, see
the things in our family that are incomplete,
ineffective, or injurious, and call us to
confession, correction, and change.

•

I discerned with the Executive Board the
calling of Elton DaSilva as the national director
of MB churches in Canada.

These are some of my reasons for joy:
•

I attended provincial conferences, visited
churches, and met people who are passionate
about making Christ known in Canada.

•

I participated in several Pastors Credentialing
Orientations, and was enriched by the MB
Confession and encouraged by the many new
leaders accepting the call of God.

•

I prayed, discerned, and planned with the
Executive Board, the Board of Faith and Life,
and the senior leadership team. I saw their
integrity and faithfulness in being good
managers of our resources and good leaders
in our opportunities.

•

I looked the CCMBC team members in the eye,
saw their dedication, and said thank you for
the service they have given to Christ.

•

I became one in heart and vision with the
leaders of MB Mission, C2C Network, MB
Seminary, regional colleges and universities,
the International Community of Mennonite
Brethren, MCC, Mennonite World Conference,
the Canadian Council of Anabaptist Leaders,
and so many more. What a joy to be inspired
and strengthened by our partners in the
mission of God.

•

•

I worked with a phenomenal planning teams
for EQUIP 2017 and GATHERING 2018 who
pursued a new vision for bringing us together
for inspiration and equipping.
I linked arms with the senior leadership
team in planning for financial sustainability

But this is my reason for sadness. Despite the
presence and proclamation of 37,000 MB believers
– joined with tens of thousands more – many of
the 37 million Canadians don’t know Jesus. They
are lost to the forgiving and transforming work of
Christ. Does this sadden you?
Paul wrote, “I have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself
were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake
of my people, those of my own race…”
(Romans 9:2–3).

Executive Director Report

Reason for Joy;
Reason for Sadness

In the days to come, I pray that we will be saddened
because of the many lost people in Canada and
the world. Yet, I will pray with confidence that our
sadness will be turned to joy by the multitudes of
people who will come to
know Jesus Christ, Saviour
and Lord!
Grace and peace,

Steve Berg

CCMBC interim
executive director

GATHERING 2018

5

National Director’s Welcome

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to
Gathering 2018. For some of you, I am a familiar
face that has been around conference work
for the last decade. For others, I am a new and
unrecognized face. So let me take this opportunity
to introduce myself and to share some of my hopes
for the upcoming stage of our national ministry.
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I typically introduce myself by saying that I am
proof God has a sense of humour. I was born in
a tropical city called Belem in the north of Brazil.
My city of origin reaches a temperature of 30-plus
degrees, making it one of the hottest developed
cities in the world. God, through his infinite
wisdom, plucked me out of the heat and placed
me in Winnipeg. (Add laughter here.) Being the
son of missionary parents, I have had the privilege
of observing the church in many different cultures
and contexts. I carry with me a deep love for the
local church. I know it is flawed and, at times,
even broken, but it remains the bride of Christ.
As I move into this new role, I will carry this
understanding with me and will do all I can to
resource the local church toward accomplishing
Christ’s mission for her.
Structures, systems, and organizations are
necessary frameworks for accomplishing our
mission, but it is our obedience to Christ that
defines our success. At this Gathering, you will
have an opportunity to vote on the proposed

Collaborative Model. This structural shift for
our conference will require that all parts of
the MB family join forces. Churches, provincial
conferences, the national conference, and MB
agencies have agreed to collaborate toward a
collective mission. This in essence will begin to
shape us to function as one. It is important for us
to realize that the mission we agreed to undertake
has many facets. It is local, national, and global in
nature. I am excited to join you in serving the Lord
to see Canada transformed by the good news of
Jesus Christ.
As we begin this new phase in ministry, we are
grateful to God for those who have laboured
before us. We are also grateful for how God has
resourced us through the gifts of many qualified
servants. I want to especially thank Steve Berg
for his humble and exemplary leadership during
these last 18 months.
Thank you for your faithfulness in the way you
serve your local church and our larger MB family.
I look forward to meeting with as many of you as
possible, to hear your hopes
and dreams for our family
of churches.
Warm regards,

Elton DaSilva

CCMBC national director

MISSION
To multiply Christ-centred
churches to see Canada
transformed by the good
news of Jesus Christ

#MBGATHERING2018

The BFL contributes to the spiritual and
theological health as well as the biblical and
ethical integrity of our churches by:
1.

Upholding the Confession of Faith

2.

Running Pastors Credentialing
Orientation events

3.

Producing written resources such as the
Pamphlet Series

4.

Offering study and equipping events
such as Equip.

The BFL works closely with the Executive Board to
observe and to speak into the spiritual and ethical
conduct of our leaders.
Some of the BFL’s accomplishments of the past
year include a record-attendance Equip Study
Conference on Transforming Discipleship and the
publication of a new, Canadian edition of Family
Matters – a necessary read on the roots and culture
of the Mennonite Brethren.
In addition, the BFL distributed a guide – in
English, French, and forthcoming in Chinese –
to the churches on the practice of ordination,
published a pamphlet on the sanctity of life
titled Life Before Birth, and wrote highlight
commentaries in the MB Herald on our Confession
of Faith articles. To resource our churches on the

human sexuality conversation, the BFL has started
a resource list, available on the BFL website
(www.mennonitebrethren.ca/bfl-resources).
In partnership with MB Seminary, we conducted
a Pastors Credentialing Orientation in B.C.
in May 2018.
The BFL has also made the significant decision to
embark on the process of studying, teaching, and
reviewing our Confession of Faith – to ensure it
continues to be a relevant guide to our churches.
Article 8, which discusses the theology and
practice of baptism and its connection to church
membership, will be the first article under review.
By Gathering, the BFL will have designed the
process by which our pastors, scholars, and other
leaders will study, teach, review, and revise this
article. We look forward to a deeply biblical and
lively engagement with this article, which impacts
the daily life of each of our churches.
The transitions at the national level and the
development of the new Collaborative Model of
leadership captured our attention around the
board table in the past year. The BFL is encouraged
by and in full support of the proposed model.
We anticipate a day of Psalm 133 blessing as we
pull together to accomplish the great reconciling
mission our Lord Jesus gave his church.
Please pray for the BFL – for wisdom, courage, and
creativity to carry out the
task before us, and for God
to continue to send quality
men and women to serve on
this board.

Board of Faith & Life Report

The Board of Faith and Life (BFL) ministers to
the Mennonite Brethren churches of Canada in
the service area of Building Community. Each
time we gather as provincial and partner agency
representatives, we are blessed with the work of
understanding, articulating, and encouraging
the unique beauty and strength of the Canadian
Mennonite Brethren expression of faith in Christ.

Ingrid Reichard

Board of Faith and Life chair

GATHERING 2018
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Greetings from your Global
Mennonite Brethren Church!
Ephesians 1:22–23 teaches that God put “all things”
under the feet of Christ and gave him as head over
all things to “the church which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all” (ESV).
The idea of “the church” usually is limited to our
own local churches, plus the “universal” church.
GOOD NEWS! There is such a thing as a “global
church” for Mennonite Brethren. That’s ICOMB.

ICOMB

And we know what that looks like! Thailand
2017 – a Mission and Prayer Consultation held
last March, assembled about 230 people from
36 countries. The majority attendance reflected
the “majority world.” Our church is multicultural!
Colourful! Inspirational! The 21 ICOMB members
(national conferences) were there. So were leaders
from emerging conferences. There are 20 more
national conferences now at some stage on the
membership pathway. God is growing our family!

Through ICOMB, our mission is exponential.
We rejoice when we hear about missionaries
travelling cross-culturally to win others to Jesus.
Do we rejoice also when we hear, for example,
that the Paraguay Spanish conference has
launched half of a planned 50 new churches to
celebrate their 50th anniversary in 2021? This is
our movement on mission!
Pray for Rudi Plett of Paraguay who replaced David
Wiebe as ICOMB executive director on July 1, 2018.

The road to our
future runs through
the international
community!

We were mesmerized
by Safari Bahati
Mutabesha’s story of
radical forgiveness (of
the killer of his father)
and transformation
(this man is now a
pastor of one of 19
churches started by
Safari in Malawi).
We were
blessed by
dozens of
Khmu Mission
(Laotian)
members
singing,
dancing, and
leading us in
worship.
People ask, “What’s the difference between ICOMB
and MB Mission?” An ICOMB leader from the
Global South said it well: MB Mission came from
the North American church vision for mission.
ICOMB came from a cry for a mother: it provides
identity in a way that MB Mission can’t.
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ICOMB gives your local church and the Canadian
MB church identity. You don’t stand alone; you are
part of a larger whole. You have a family. And this
gives a solid foundation for mission.

#MBGATHERING2018

Love your MB global
family: Support ICOMB
through your prayers
and financial gifts.
www.icomb.org
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter

A few months ago, I joined MCC’s first delegation
to Aleppo, Syria, since violence erupted eight years
ago. On a swerving taxi ride out of Damascus, after
an aborted visit to our partner church – as windows
rattled and doors slammed from exploding shells – I
recommitted to MCC’s efforts to not only respond
with gospel love to the horrors caused by war, but to
pray, act, and call for an end to the violence in Syria.

Photo: Rick Cober Bauman
prays for peace during a recent
MCC trip to Syria. (MCC photo/
Emily Loewen)

More than 65 million people are displaced
globally, most because of violence. People are
longing for the gospel of peace.
Here are snapshots from MCC’s ministry this year:

•

When conflict erupted in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, millions were forced
to flee. MCC partnered with MB Mission,
the International Community of Mennonite
Brethren (ICOMB), the MB Church of Congo
(CEFMC), and other Anabaptist groups to
distribute relief supplies – often in hardto-reach areas – and to provide training in
trauma healing.

•

When flooding and landslides hit Peru, MCC
collaborated with MB Mission, ICOMB, and
Mennonite World Conference (MWC) to
support the local MB church’s response.

•

MCC Canada launched an advocacy campaign
on Palestine and Israel called A Cry for Home,
in response to Christian Palestinians’ call to
brothers and sisters in Christ to advocate for a
just peace for all in the Holy Land.

•

MCC Canada stood with other Christian
organizations in responding to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action #48
and #49, acknowledging the complex history
and current relationships between MCC, as an
institution and workers, and the Indigenous
peoples of what we now call Canada.

MCC

•

MCC continued to offer service and exchange
opportunities for young people. “I came to
know the mission of the church as something
integral in a practical way,” says Damaris
Guaza Sandoval, a Colombian MB who served
with the YAMEN program, bringing peace
education to schoolchildren in Honduras. “I
had always dreamed of bringing the love of
God into action and, in Honduras, I was able to
do it in a deep way.”

Please pray:
•

That God would give me strength and wisdom
to lead well. Pray for Don Peters, who retired
in September after 16 years as MCC Canada’s
longest-serving executive director.

•

That God would fill MCC workers, including
our more than 50 Canadian MBs, with peace,
resilience, and joy. Ask God to send the right
people, including youth, to serve with MCC.

•

That God would bless all MCC supporters who
give so generously and willingly. We thank the
Lord for all of you!

In Christ’s peace,

Rick Cober Bauman

MCC Canada executive director

Photo: Agnès Ntumba carries a sack of corn flour
and oil she received during a food distribution in
March 2018, with supplies provided by MCC and other
Anabaptist organizations. Ntumba, her husband, and
seven children have been displaced from their home by
violence in the Kasai Province of DR Congo. (MCC photo/
Mulanda Jimmy Juma)
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MWC

Mennonite World Conference (MWC) is called to be a
communion of Anabaptist-related churches linked to
one another in a worldwide community of faith for
fellowship, worship, service, and witness.

presence and identification with the global
Anabaptist church is an essential means of
support, identity, and resources. For example,
MWC walks with our MB brothers and sisters
in Panama who struggle for traditional land
rights, and those in Peru who experienced
devastating flooding last year.

Giving Thanks: 2017 Highlights
•

•

•

In 2017 we began Renewal 2027 – a
ten-year series of annual events that
commemorates the beginnings of the
Anabaptist movement. At the first event
in Augsburg, Germany, we explored how
Scripture continues to be central in our
global communion. In April 2018, we
gathered in Kisumu, Kenya, under the
theme, The Holy Spirit Transforming Us.
Praise God for the 300 national church leaders
from 56 countries that met face-to-face at
the triennial Mennonite World Conference
meetings of the Executive Committee and
General Council; and the MWC commissions,
committees, and networks, April 2018, in
Nairobi, Kenya.

•

Prayers of Gratitude and Intercession
•

Pray for the MWC leadership including many
global MB leaders such as César García,
MWC General Secretary (Colombia); Bill
Braun, Executive Committee (USA); Francisca
Ibanda, West Africa regional representative
(DR Congo); Nuzuzi Mukawa, Faith and Life
Commission (DR Congo); José Rutilio Rivas
Dominguez, Mission Commission (Colombia);
Juan Silverio Verón Aquino, Executive
Committee (Paraguay); David Wiebe, Global
Anabaptist Education Network (Canada);
Rafael Zaracho, Mission Commission secretary
(Paraguay).

•

Pray for and begin planning to attend
Indonesia 2021, the
next global Assembly
of MWC!

To view a highlight video of MWC during 2017
go to: mwc-cmm.org/video/2441

Getting Involved: More Than Assemblies!
•

•
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MWC is our Anabaptist global church with
more than 1.4 million believers in 107 national
member churches, including CCMBC and
sixteen other MB national churches. Learn about
your global Christ-centred faith community by
requesting Courier/Correo/Courrier magazine
and the monthly online newsletter MWC Info,
and sign up for our Prayer Network at
www.mwc-cmm.org/signup
As churches face persecution, natural
disasters, political turmoil, and conflict, the

#MBGATHERING2018

Invite your congregation to join Anabaptist
churches around the globe in worship by
participating in World Fellowship Sunday
and take up a One Lunch Offering to support
the networks and resources of our global
Anabaptist church family. Resource material:
www.mwc-cmm.org/wfs

Gerald Hildebrand

MWC North America
representative

Four archival centres – Fresno, Hillsboro,
Abbotsford, and Winnipeg – offer research and
archiving services to MB churches, their leaders
and their people, for the mission of God that we
share. Each archive produces two “deliverables”:
archival and interpretive resourcing.

•

Katie Funk Wiebe Research Grant:

•

MB Studies Project Grant: awarded

•

J.B. Toews Scholarships: $1,000

•

Book Publications: It Happened in

1. Archival resourcing includes preserving
and making accessible church records and
resources (photos, minutes, reports, statistics,
study papers, etc.). See www.mbhistory.org
and follow the link to the archive in your region.
See also archives.mhsc.ca for an online photo
database from several Mennonite archives.

2. Interpretative resourcing includes
offering analysis on questions of theology
and history as requested by individuals,
congregations, and conference ministries.

•

Profile on Mennonite Faith:
distributed to MB churches. These pamphlets
feature stories of remarkable men and women
who overcame great odds to share their faith
in Jesus. Recent Profiles include Gregory Vins,
Henry J. Schmidt, Fred Stoesz, and Katie Funk
Wiebe. See www.mbhistory.org for all profiles.

•

Archival Internship: awarded to Andrew
Brown in 2016, Jordan Duerrstein in 2017,
and Emma Sorensen in 2018. The internship
involves exploration and project work at each
of the four MB archival centres. See
www.mbhistory.org for details.

to Andrew Dyck, Gil Dueck, and Nina
Schroeder in 2014; to Anicka Fast, Harold
Jantz, and Jayaker Yennamalla in 2015; and to
Conrad Stoesz, Abe J. Dueck, Zacharie Leclair,
and Stephanie Christianson in 2016. See
www.mbhistory.org for details.
scholarships awarded to students
distinguishing themselves in AnabaptistMennonite studies at MB affiliated colleges
(FPU, CMU, TC, CBC, ETEQ).
Moscow (2013), My Emigrant Father (2015),
and Daughters in the House of Jacob
(2016). Each of these memoirs features MB
individuals and their contributions. See
www.kindredproductions.com to purchase
your copy.

For more information on these services, contact:
jon.isaak@mbchurches.ca
MB Historical Commission board members: Dora
Dueck (Vancouver), Don Isaac, chair (Hillsboro),
J Janzen, vice-chair (Abbotsford), Patricia
Loewen (Winnipeg), Julia Reimer (Fresno), and
Valerie Rempel, recording secretary
(Fresno).
Representatives of archival
centres: Kevin Enns-Rempel
and Hannah Keeney (Fresno),
Peggy Goertzen (Hillsboro),
Richard Thiessen
(Abbotsford), and Jon
Isaak, executive secretary
(Winnipeg).

Jon Isaak

MBHC executive
secretary (Winnipeg)
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MB Historical Commission

Below are some of the projects and initiatives
produced by the Historical Commission.

awarded to Doug Heidebrecht in 2016 for his
project: Sisters Leading Brothers? Mennonite
Brethren and Women in Ministry Leadership;
and to Buduma Ramesh in 2017 for his
project: The “Bible Women” of India. This grant
supports projects featuring women. See
www.mbhistory.org for details.
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Why seminary?

partnerships and through expansion into
borderless education, we expect student
enrollment to increase.

Here’s why:

MB Seminary

•

“I loved this class. I was challenged to grow
immensely in my personal and communal
relationship with Christ, which had a direct
impact on my vocational ministry.”

•

“I sincerely appreciated the practical nature of
the course. What we were reading/discussing/
learning was almost always immediately
practised together.”

•

“Studying through MB Seminary produced
a deeper understanding of Scripture,
richer experience of prayer, and a more
focused sense of call. God used this diverse
community of students and faculty to develop
in me a much deeper appreciation for and
commitment to the local church.”

Wow! What a privilege it is to be part of a ministry
that has this kind of impact on leaders throughout
our country. For those of you who have supported
the seminary through prayer, donations, sending
students, and other ways: thank you!

Ministry-Focused

Theological Leadership
◦◦

•

MB Seminary gauges success by the
number and quality of people who are
more effectively and enthusiastically
serving in practical ministry because of
their time together with us. Whether
through Pastors Credentialing Orientation,
weekend seminars, or graduate courses,
our heart is to see Canada reached with and
transformed by the good news of Jesus!

Sustainable Financial Framework
◦◦

Tuition covers approximately one-third of
the cost of education, and the remaining
two-thirds must be received through
individual, church, and conference
investments. As we update our financial
model, we continue to rely on financial
donations from across the country.

Why seminary?

Looking ahead…

Here’s why:

As MB Seminary continues to experience growth
in enrollment and impact, through both graduate
theological and ministry education (via ACTS,
CMU, Tyndale) and leadership development (in
local churches and through MinistryLift), we see
three priority areas in the coming years:

•

•

Accessible and Distributed Education
◦◦
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•

Enrollment in our classroom locations is
approximately 100 students each year, and
our faculty teach more than 300 students
each year through our partnerships.
Through growth in local church teaching

#MBGATHERING2018

Imagine 250 churches, more than 550
pastors and 1,500 elders, and countless more
ministry leaders educated and equipped to
serve God and others in their own contexts!
This is the heart of MB Seminary: to help
educate and equip you
to serve God wherever
he has called you.

Thank you for being
together in ministry with us!

Mark Wessner

MB Seminary president

Columbia Bible College
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ETEQ is going boldly where few have gone before
in the world of evangelical theological education
offered in French.
With classes being offered 12 months a year, both
at the graduate and undergraduate levels, we are
praising God for the progress we are making in
preparing men and women to serve him. ETEQ is
investing in a vibrant internship program; in fact,
at the graduate level, more and more students
are choosing the major in pastoral studies which
includes a 10-month internship/field research
component in churches in Montreal or elsewhere
in Canada and overseas.

As of September 2018, we will be offering our
first-ever courses in English toward a Certificat
en etudes pastorales (minor in pastoral studies)
of 30 credits granted by Université Laval. We will
be partnering with the Anglophone evangelical
communities and calling upon their best Englishspeaking teachers to join our team. We believe
this program will help our existing students enrich
their capacity to study in English, and it is our
prayer that it will attract students from outside
Quebec as well.

ETEQ’s first-ever Fête des Vocations (job or career
fair) was held on campus on March 22. The day
brought together 18 leaders from 4 church
families, as well as chaplaincy ministries, to
connect with students. One pastor who has been
in Montreal for almost 30 years visited the school
for the first time and said, “I’ve been dreaming for
years of seeing church families gather together in
a spirit of Kingdom partnerships. Today the dream
became a reality.”

ETEQ

Danielle Lajeunesse is about to be our first
graduate with her masters degree. Danielle’s
research has been an exploration of the role of
spirituality when people are suffering illness, with
particular emphasis on the comfort available
through the Word of God and faith in Christ.

In February, our third annual day retreat for
students, spouses, and personnel went off campus
for the first time. We were “stopped in our tracks”
by the God who insists upon being the One who
calls, leads, and provides for us in our mission. It
was a needed spiritual rest for many and a time
to connect with each other in a non-classroom
setting. Our new school chaplains, Ruth Labeth
and Barry Whatley, led the day as they continue
to ensure that at ETEQ, spiritual development and
academic endeavours go hand-in-hand.

The only strain continues to be financial. I have
often heard the saying, “If you build it, they will
come.” Well, we built excellent programs. Our
faculty and staff are second to none. With God’s
grace, the students have come. But the finances
have not kept up. Please pray for urgently
needed funds to cover essential operational and
programmatic requirements and for long-term
financial stability.

GATHERING 2018
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MB Mission & C2C

THINK DIFFERENTLY
In Yosemite National Park, there is a rock face called
El Capitan that is known to be the most challenging
vertical climb in the world. In the past few decades,
climbers have improved their ascent times from
weeks to days. But last year, a climber named Alex
Honnold free climbed El Cap by himself in 3 hours
and 56 minutes. The climbing world was stunned.
No one had ever conceived of doing something
like that before. From weeks to days to hours – it
required someone to think differently.
We are climbing a sheer rock face called “reaching
the world for Jesus.” Are we getting closer to our
goal? Are we being called to think differently?
As we’ve been praying into how we need to
respond to the challenge of global mission,
God has been faithful to lead us into four new
approaches to mission.
1.

One Body. Not many bodies or ministries roped
together, but one body, the body of christ. We
need to think differently about our identity in
Christ and our interdependence in the church.

2. One Head. His name is Jesus. He is not just
our Saviour; he is the Lord of the harvest and
our mission leader today. We need to listen for
his voice and embrace his ways.
3. One Spirit. The church was born at
Pentecost when they called out to God
for the “gift of the Father.” We don’t need
a better missional strategy, we need the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
4. One Mission. God’s mission is most fully
expressed in Christ’s incarnational life, death,
resurrection, and restoration of all things. We
need to embrace his mission.
We want to see the global church mobilized into
global mission. We want to see Christ followers from
everywhere responding to global needs, whether in
the war-torn Middle East, the mega-cities of Asia, or in
rural Canada. We want to see more of God’s servants
engaged globally as church planters and community
changers, so that the gospel of Christ will continue
to bring transformation and hope. Together, let’s
think differently as we work with the global church to
embrace One Mission – local, national and global.

Randy Friesen

MB Mission and C2C Network general director
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Overseas Expenditures: US$6,153,055
Asia 38%

Africa 7%

Worldwide 12%

North Africa
& Middle East
12%
Latin America 12%

Europe 19%

Donation Sources:
Partners and
Planned Giving 14%

Individuals and
Businesses 51%

Churches 35%

Total Expenditures: US$10,262,045
Administration 9%
Holistic Church
Planting 42%

Training and
Team Health 6%

Mobilization
and Short-Term
Mission 24%

Capacity Building 19%

17
1069
123
106
39
40,000

church planting networks supported in
partnership outside of North America
short-term mission workers sent
on assignments
international workers engaged in
evangelism and church planting
global workers focused on supporting
church planting movements
countries where we are
currently working
people being reached with media in
least reached regions of the world

Church Planting in
Southeast Asia

the officials said, “This doesn’t sound like something
we should be opposing. It sounds really good!”

Bounmee was invited to baptize ten new
believers in a small Khmu village, but when he
arrived, there were police everywhere.

Bounmee invited them to join him at the river for
the baptism, saying, “Come and see for yourselves
that we aren’t stirring up any kind of rebellion
against the government.”

When the police found out that Bounmee was
there for the baptism, they took him to speak
with the mayor and the chief of the village.
They questioned him at length and Bounmee
defended himself, saying that it wasn’t against
the law to be a Christian or to gather for worship.

So all of the officials and the whole village
followed Bounmee down to the river. He explained
baptism to everyone and then baptized the ten.
But once he was finished, there were more people
who had joined the line and were ready to declare
their allegiance to Christ.

Frustrated, the chief of police slammed his fist on
the table and said, “Listen! Just tell us everything
you know about Jesus right now – and don’t
leave anything out!”

That day, Bounmee baptized fifty-eight people.

Shocked, Bounmee proceeded to share the gospel in
detail with everyone in the room. At the end, one of

Bob Davis

“So the churches were strengthened in their faith
and grew daily in numbers” (Acts 16:5).
MB Mission worker

MB Mission & C2C
GATHERING 2018
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MB Mission & C2C
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C2C Local/National
Church Planting
We have the joy and privilege to walk with young
people that you have raised up in your churches,
and to continue that journey with them as they
begin the work of impacting a neighbourhood
with the gospel for Jesus.
One church-planting apprentice recently shared
that he’d been living in his neighbourhood
for several years but hadn’t yet told any of his
neighbours about Jesus. One family was preparing
to move to another city, so he took the step of
sharing Jesus with them. After he did, they said,
“We wish you’d told us this sooner, because we’ve
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been searching for God for two years!” He was
deeply impacted by that experience and came
away with a new understanding of faithfulness to
Jesus and obedience to his call to make disciples.
At another church plant, two new believers were
being baptized and the church planter asked if
anyone else wanted to declare their faith in Jesus and
be baptized. That day, eight people responded! This
is why we are engaged in mission – to see lost people
reached with the Good News that Jesus saves!
While we continue to see many people come to faith
in Jesus and be baptized in our churches, we know
that if we are going to reach Canada with Jesus, we
need to see more multiplication. Will you join us in
praying that Canada will be reached for Jesus?

Ron Leonard
regional director

Financial Ministry

God has provided us with capable people who faithfully carry out this mission on a daily
basis. We are currently providing payroll services to 187 churches and organizations
within the MB family and accounting services to seven registered churches, three
provincial conferences, and sixteen MB church plants that have not obtained charitable
status yet. We have had the opportunity to visit the staff of numerous churches
regarding the group benefits and pension plans. Over the last few years, numerous
churches that don’t have brokerage accounts have taken advantage of the Gift of
Securities service we provide when they have donors wanting to donate publicly traded
securities.
The mortgage ministry has been the focus of Stewardship Ministries and will continue
to be the focus of CCMBC Legacy Fund Inc. (Legacy). We are grateful for the deposits
in both the registered and non-registered funds, which make the mortgage ministry
possible.

Financial Report

The CCMBC mission is “to multiply Christ-centred churches to see Canada transformed
by the good news of Jesus Christ.” As part of our four core service areas, Resourcing
Ministry carries out our mission by providing financial and administrative services,
resources and tools to churches and organizations to help them achieve their mission.
Nationally, we offer services to churches by offering economies of scale, which smaller
churches in particular may benefit from.

Stewardship Transition to Legacy
A desire to do things right rather than do things fast led us to explore various
alternatives for the structure and management of the funds entrusted to us, slowing
down the implementation of Legacy, which was initially expected in 2016. Effective
January 1, 2018, Legacy began operations with the transition of staff in the areas of
finance, information technology, infrastructure management, and the administration of
the mortgage ministry. We continue to work with our legal and accounting consultants
toward registration with the Securities Commission and the legal transfer of Stewardship
assets and liabilities.
Financial Reporting for 2017
With the delay in transitioning to Legacy, the 2017 audited financial statements were still
prepared on a consolidated basis. The “2017 Actual to Budget Comparison by Ministry
Area” report, however, has the Ministry Division and the Stewardship Division results
reported separately to align with the budget approved for CCMBC at the 2016 AGM.
Updates on the status of the Legacy transition and the 2018 financial outlook will be
provided in the breakout session.
It is our earnest desire to continue to support the MB churches through this ministry.
Respectfully submitted,

Bertha Dyck

chief financial officer
Financial reports available
to view as PDFs in the
Gathering 2018 app.
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Current assets
Mortgages and loans receivable
Land held for development
Investments
Capital assets

(2) Deferred contributions
Emerging leaders
Centre for MB Studies
C2C Network
Church plants fund
Other externally restricted

(1) Deposit Liabilities
Trust deposits
RRSP accounts
TFSA accounts

Net assets:
Internally restricted (3)
Restricted for endowments
Unrestricted

Liabilities
Current liabilities
Deposit liabilities (1)
Deferred contributions (2)

Assets

$263,361,855

at Dec 2016
$174,180,702
52,957,788
27,121,764
$254,260,254

$226,600,983

at Dec 2017
$138,748,064
51,333,276
28,787,855
$218,869,195

$95,228
10,894
914,465
393,291
193,478
$1,607,356

2,441,461
1,361,764
251,914
4,055,139

2,440,237
1,362,630
242,526
4,045,393

$46,759
19,419
968,931
357,693
147,775
$1,540,577

$3,439,106
$254,260,254
$1,607,356
259,306,716

$12,246,711
$76,994,149
$10,598,911
$158,231,827
5,290,257
$263,361,855

at Dec 2016

$2,145,818
$218,869,195
$1,540,577
222,555,590

$21,165,774
$77,172,815
$7,349,879
$116,339,633
4,572,882
$226,600,983

at Dec 2017

Canadian Conference of MB Churches
Summarized Consolidated Statement of Financial Position

$2,377,102
29,135
34,000
$2,440,237

at Dec 2017

$2,309,140
29,135
34,000
56,482
12,704
$2,441,461

at Dec 2016

873,226
-850,056
$23,170

431,797
4,756,720
5,272,193
1,566,468
1,728,901
213,634
90,445
6,018,134
100,000
-101,841
20,076,451

355,376
4,371,256
4,573,791
1,382,711
2,127,422
252,262
128,934
5,373,604
239,656
0
18,805,012
-10,612
0
($10,612)

$1,343,041
$5,999,715
1,279,279
10,458,648
351,647
-62,887
0
396,325
1,183,909
20,949,677

$1,344,630
$6,086,760
1,093,962
8,200,753
985,335
-436,418
0
303,196
1,216,182
18,794,400

January to December
2016

Full audited statement available at www.mennonitebrethren.ca or by contacting the conference office.

(3) Internally restricted net assets
Reserve for investment
Operating reserve
Contingency
Evangelism Capital
Atlantic Church Planting

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures
Transfer from (to) net assets
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures after transfers

Expenses
Cost of sales
Staffing
Specific programming costs
Support of outside agencies
Facilities and office expenses
Board costs and convention
Public relation consts
Interest cost
Impairment of land held for development
Allowance for credit losses

Revenue
Church support
Donations/Grants
Sales
Interest earned
Gain on disposal of land and capital assets
Gains on disposal of investments
Gain on contribution of capital asset
Other revenue
Adj. for unrealized gains (losses) on investments

January to December
2017

Summarized Consolidated Statement of Operations and Changes in Net Assets

2017 Consolidated Statement

2017 Actuals

Revenue

Expenses

Cash Transfer to CCMBC
Transfer to Reserve
Surplus/(Deficiency) of Revenue over Expenses

Interest Cost
Financial Administration
Facilities & Property Management
Information Technology
CCMBC Administration supported by Legacy

Grants and donations
Interest Revenue
Facilities & Property Management Revenue
Other Revenue

Stewardship Division (Legacy)

Canadian Conference of MB Churches - 2017 Actual to Budget Comparison by Ministry Area

1,400,000
1,250,000
2,300,000
3,676,016
8,626,016

2017
Budget *

$ 1,219,552 $
1,250,000
1,168,319
6,506,866
10,144,737

2017
Actual

Church Support
Legacy Support in cash
Legacy Support in non-cash services
Designated Donations / Ministry Revenue

Ministry Division
Funding

Expenses

-

750,000
940,000
960,000
400,000
1,900,000
3,676,016
8,626,016
69,186
(9,388) $

643,294
705,000
862,213
405,327
1,168,319
6,439,158
10,223,311

$

Building Community
Multiplying Churches (CCMBC Funding)
Developing leaders
Communications
CCMBC Administration supported by Legacy
Designated Donations / Ministry Revenue

Transfer from Reserve
Surplus/(Deficiency) of Revenue over Expenses
* Approved at Gathering 2016

2017
Actual

2017
Budget

5,739,100
2,735,806
198,525
139,864
1,900,000
10,713,295

1,250,000
1,250,000
389,297
269,725
$
-

5,335,907
1,249,449
963,734
206,025
1,168,319
8,923,434

$ 132,250 $ 126,000
10,029,370 11,995,873
255,498
38,020
145,613
73,127
10,562,731 12,233,020

$
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-

$

$

Note: MB Family refers to MB churches, agencies, and provincial conferences

$

5,296,720

Total expenditures

Net operating surplus (Deficit)

1,925,500
595,800
645,500
121,000
321,200
1,052,200
421,500
171,400
42,620

Expenditures
Registered Funds Interest
Non-Registered (MB Family) Interest
Financial Administration
Payroll Services Costs
Accounting Services Costs
Facilities
Property Management
Information Technology
Contingency

179,600
4,033,720
742,100
112,600
228,700
5,296,720

$

Total revenue

Revenue
Grants and donations
Interest Revenue
Facilities Rental Revenue
Payroll Services
Accounting Services

2019
Proposed Budget

2019 Proposed Budget

CCMBC Legacy Fund Inc.

Legacy Budget

-

5,555,923

2,174,069
482,600
794,519
120,000
383,880
935,855
414,000
251,000
-

5,555,923

184,000
4,508,183
525,000
112,600
226,140

2018
Budget

MB Ministry Subsidies
Services
Facilities
Total
CMBS
$
$ 50,000 $ 50,000
Communications
20,000
20,000
Alberta
30,000
30,000
Manitoba
30,000
30,000
Ontario
12,000
12,000
ETEQ
120,000
120,000
MB Church Plants
73,000
73,000
C2C
134,100
134,100
MB Mission
20,000
20,000
$ 73,000 $ 416,100 $ 489,100

Notice of Motions

Also, please review page 4 of the detailed Notice of Motions (available online on the
Gathering 2018 website and through the Gathering 2018 app) for an explanation of the
CCMBC Member Representative.
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Steve Berg

Nomination: Executive Board,
member-at-large
Steve Berg has served the Canadian
Conference of MB Churches as interim
executive director since January 2017. His leadership
roles have included executive minister of the B.C.
Conference of MB Churches and national director of
government affairs with Power to Change. Steve studied
at Tabor College, Bethel Seminary, and Regent College.
With 44 years of pastoral experience, Steve is currently
senior associate pastor at South Abbotsford (B.C.)
Church, offering his gifts in preaching and leadership
mentoring. Steve and Karen have 4 married children and
13 grandchildren.

Kerry Dyck

Nomination: Executive Board,
member-at-large
Kerry Dyck has spent the last 20 years at
River West Christian Church, 17 as lead
pastor. This spring, he resigned, effective June 30. He and
Sandy are praying about their next ministry assignment.
Originally from Saskatoon, Kerry attended the University of
Saskatchewan where he completed his BEd. After living and
serving in Dartmouth, N.S., for several years, he attended MB
Biblical Seminary in Fresno, Cal., earning an MDiv. Upon his
graduation, Kerry and Sandy served in Waterloo, Ont., before
settling in Edmonton. They have 2 married children, another
child in university, and 1 delightful granddaughter.

Bios of Nominees

Matt Dyck
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Nomination: Executive Board,
assistant moderator
Matt Dyck grew up in Killarney, Manitoba,
where he was baptized into Lakeview
Community Church. He attended Bethany College,
Hepburn, Sask., graduating with a BA in pastoral ministry.
After marrying Lisa, in his fourth year at Bethany, he
interned at SunWest Christian Fellowship, Calgary. That
was 14 years ago and, having filled various roles and
completed an MA in Christian studies, he now ministers as
lead pastor at SunWest. During his time as moderator of
the Alberta Conference of MB Churches, he also served on
CCMBC’s Executive Board. Matt looks forward to building
up the family of MB churches in Canada as we follow the
trajectory of the Lord’s leading. Matt and Lisa have 3 very
active boys who seem to fill any empty calendar space.

Christopher Koop

Nomination: Historical
Commission, Canadian member
Christopher Koop grew up in the
Niagara region, where his Mennonite
Brethren/Anabaptist roots shaped his early interest in
political theology. After completing his undergraduate

#MBGATHERING2018

degree in historical studies, Christopher pursued further
academic work in political theory (MA, Brock) and
Western religious thought (PhD, McMaster). He recently
graduated from the education program at Brock
University and has joined the District School Board of
Niagara as an elementary school teacher. Christopher
and his wife Brittany are members of Grantham MB
Church in St. Catharines, Ont.

Ingrid Reichard

Nomination: Board of Faith and
Life, chair
Ingrid Reichard is currently pastor of
development at Glencairn MB Church in
Kitchener, Ont. Ingrid’s studies at Heritage Seminary and
at McMaster Divinity College centred on biblical studies
with a focus on the Old Testament. Ingrid has a DMin in
spiritual formation from Tyndale Seminary, where she also
trained as a spiritual director in the evangelical tradition.
Ingrid has served the MB family as chair of the Ontario
Board of Faith and Life (BFL), vice-chair of the national
BFL, and a member of the Ontario and national Executive
Boards. She is currently the vice-chair of MB Seminary
board as well as chair of the national BFL – appointed in
November 2017 to complete David Miller’s term. Ingrid
and Scott have been married 29 years and have 2 adult
sons who serve alongside them at Glencairn.

Sam Reimer

Nomination: Executive Board,
member-at-large
Sam Reimer is professor of sociology
at Crandall University and a long-time
member of River of Life MB Church in Moncton, N.B. He
served on the leadership team at River of Life for nearly
20 years and on the MB Executive Board 2008–16. Sam’s
research is on evangelical churches in Canada, Great
Britain, and the U.S., and he hopes his understanding of
evangelicalism and the broader culture will be helpful
for the board. Sam is married to Mary Beth, and has 3
grown children.

Cam Stuart

Nomination: Executive Board,
member-at-large
Cam Stuart is the lead pastor at Sardis
Community Church in Chilliwack, B.C.
Cam has been in pastoral ministry for 24 years as a youth
pastor, associate pastor, and lead pastor. All his pastoral
experience has been with the Mennonite Brethren. He
has served the MB denomination in a variety of roles. He
sat on the national board of Christian Education, the Banff
National Youth Convention committee, and most recently,
on the pastoral ministry committee of the B.C. Conference
of MB Churches. In his spare time, he enjoys golfing, fly
fishing, camping, and hiking with his wife Michelle.

Interactive floor map available on
the Gathering 2018 app.

Save the Date

2019
October 23-25, 2019
WMB Church, Waterloo, Ontario

